In the day-to-day of life, we often forget to
look back. We tend to be an organisation
that looks forward to the future and how
we want to grow and develop. History,
however, often gives us a good indication
of our future. 2024 is when we will look
back to our past as we celebrate our 50th
anniversary. We want to celebrate all that
God has done in those fifty years whilst
also looking forward with hope and
expectation that there is still so much
more to come.

Youth for Christ has operated for over fifty
years in Cheltenham and Gloucester. |
recently heard of a man in Cheltenham
who became a Christian in his teenage
years at a Youth for Christ rally in 1948;
only the second year of Youth for Christ in
the UK. There were Youth for Christ rallies
in Cheltenham and Gloucester throughout
the fifties and sixties. It is relatively
common for me to visit churches and hear
stories of these rallies from members of
local churches. So why is this year our
50th anniversary? In 1974, CYCLE
(Cheltenham Young Christians Link-up
Events) formed before becoming
Cheltenham Youth for Christ in the 1980s.
Since then, there has been continuous
youth ministry across Cheltenham and,

more latterly, across Gloucestershire. It is
the 50th anniversary of this ongoing
ministry that we mark. We still look back
and recognise the significance of the rallies
between 1940 and 1960, but it is harder to
pin exact details down. This fifty-year
period may have been birthed in
Cheltenham, but throughout this time,
Gloucester has had a significant role,
including having its own centre from 2006,
before we became a single entity in 2015.

Fifty years is not insignificant and is the
result of hard work by my predecessors,
staff, trustees, volunteers and supporters
that have brought us to this place. By
marking this anniversary, we are
recognising the role that everyone has
played. We are also celebrating fifty years
of young people’s lives being changed by
Jesus. | know someone who became a
Christian through the Cheltenham Youth
for Christ's ministry and later set up a
Youth for Christ centre in France. Another
young person joined us on a mission trip,
despite struggling with their faith. Several
years later, their faith is strong and they
have been on more mission trips than |
have. Numerous young people have
attended our young leaders programme,
Underground, and then gone on to lead



university Christian Unions, or became
involved in youth ministry or other
aspects of church leadership. We have
seen young people battle and overcome
addictions, helped them gain
employment, and supported them
through life-changing circumstances.
Many have encountered Jesus.

These young people have their own
stories, as do many more people. We
would love people to send us their stories
of the last fifty years by emailing them to
office@yfcgloucestershire.co.uk.

We certainly have a lot to celebrate, so
we would love to have people join us to
celebrate this history on 20th April. The
National Director of British Youth for
Christ, Neil O'Boyle, will join us. We hope
to get as many former staff, trustees, and
volunteers to join us as possible, as well
as current supporters. We will have a time
of celebration followed by a drinks
reception.

Whilst we will be looking back, we also
want to look forward as we seek to build
a more significant legacy of young
people’s lives changed by Jesus. For this
reason, we are also setting up our 50th
Anniversary Legacy fund. The Legacy
fund will help us push our work forward
into new areas, giving us the resources to
share the good news of Jesus relevantly

to even more young people. We have set
an ambitious target of £50,000 for the
fund. This will allow us to take on an
additional youth worker to develop work
across the county, increasing our reach
geographically and in terms of the number
of young people we will reach. The Legacy
fund target comprises two parts: one-off
donations towards the fund and new
donors who want to provide regular
income to help with the long-term viability
of the ministry.

If you want to contribute a one-off gift to
the fund, you can do so using the link or
QR code below. There will also be an
opportunity to give to the fund at the 50th
Anniversary Celebration. To help boost the
Legacy Fund by setting up a regular
donation, you can complete the form at
the back of this newsletter or use the
details to set up a recurring gift with online
banking.

| am excited about our celebrations, but |
am more excited about seeing future
generations of young people having their
lives changed by Jesus. We are now
working with young people who were not
born when | first started as Director! As
each generation arrives, they have the
same need to hear about Jesus.

Paul Bennett
Director

50th Anniversary
Legacy Fund

Make an impact on the next generation by
donating to our 50th Anniversary Legacy Fund.

Your donation will help us see young people’s
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lives changed by Jesus.

Visit https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/Legacy



The Anniversary Challenge

A 50th anniversary deserves a special
challenge. Over the years, we have taken
on some big challenges. We have cycled
to Annecy, walked the Cotswold Way,
cycled the English Coast to Coast, and
cycled North to South Wales.

To celebrate our 50th Anniversary, we
wanted to do something a little different.
Across the summer, we will be undertaking
five challenges, one for each decade of
ministry amongst young people. We are
looking for people to join us and help to
raise money that will be added to the
Legacy Fund. The five challenges take in a
variety of activities.

The Big Ride

This is a one day 100 mile cycle challenge
covering lots of parts of Gloucestershire.

The River Walk

This 15 mile walk from Tewkesbury Abbey
to Gloucester Cathedral follows the River
Severn.
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The Circular Walk

This 23.6 mile walk around the outskirts of
Gloucester takes in Sharpness Canal,
Chosen Hill and Robins Wood Hill.

The Big Row

We started in 1974, so we are going to row
197.4km in 24 hours! There will be no
water involved, as it will be completed on
row machines.

The Big Run

This will be the Cheltenham Half Marathon
on 1st September.

Paul and Matt will attempt to take on all
five challenges, but they would like other
people to join them. Would you consider
joining them on one or more of the
challenges? If you are interested in find out
more, please get in touch with Paul or
Matt.

We will be publishing finalised dates on
our website by the end of February.

~ 7pm Saturday 20th April 2024

The Pavilion, Hatherley Lane,
Cheltenham. GL51 6NP

Speaker: Neil O’Boyle
British Youth for Christ National Director

Following the celebration, there will be
a drinks reception.




Break Away Approaches

February brings with it one of the
highlights of our year: our Break Away
residential. Break Away is a residential that
brings multiple churches together for a fun
packed residential at the Poplars in
Ledbury. This will be our third year at the
centre and on 23rd-25th February, we will
be joined by ninety young people and
leaders from thirteen churches. During
those three years, we have seen the
residential grow by over 300%. This year’s
residential has sold out. We are already
working out ways we can grow the
residential further in future years so that
people don’t miss out. This might involve
multiple weekends, or an alternative
venue.

This year we will be exploring how God
brings light in the darkness and takes us to
a place of hope. In an age of uncertainty,
we want to show young people that God’s
light shines in the darkness and can bring
genuine hope. We will also explore how we
can bring light to others.

Last year, around 15 young people made
decisions to follow Jesus for the first time,
or to rededicate their lives to Him. Our
hope is that we will see the same this year.
There is a real variety of young people, all

at different stages of faith, or yet to
encounter Jesus. Break Away gives young
people an amazing space to consider
Jesus and what He has done.

Please pray for us as we lead up to and go
on the weekend. We would particularly
value prayer for the following:

1 Health of the team as we approach
the weekend.

1 Safety for everyone at the weekend.
1 Young people to encounter Jesus.

1 Energy for the team, especially the
catering team who will prepare
around 600 meals over the weekend!

1 A good atmosphere with groups
getting to know each other.

R

Worship in the barn at last year’s Break Away.



Welcome to the team

It has been fantastic to welcome Sarah and
Robyn to the team at the start of 2024.
Sarah joins us as an administrator for two
afternoons a week. In her own words, she
is an Admin Ninja who loves to use her
admin skills to release other people into
their ministries. Sarah will help the team in
all aspects of our administration, enabling
the youth work team to focus on the work
with young people. She is part of Trinity
Church in Cheltenham where she is also
involved in the youth work.

We have also been joined by Robyn, who
will spend the next seven months as a
youth work intern. Robyn is from
Tewkesbury and attends Encounter
Vineyard in Winchcombe. She left sixth
form last summer and chose to take a gap
year. Since leaving school, Robyn has been
on two international mission trips. She is
passionate about evangelism and is keen
to develop her youth work skills. Robyn
started in the deep end, as her first week
with us was at the Youth for Christ
conference!

We still have vacancies in the team; we are
looking for a part-time youth worker. If
you want to join the team, please look at
the advert later in this newsletter. We are
also looking for interns to join us in
September 2024.

Big Questions

In January, Matt and Paul paid our annual why we became Christians and why we
visit to the Year 6 RE lessons at St. Mark’s believe in God.

Junior School. These lessons focus on
discovering evidence for Christianity by
interviewing a source. What that really
means is the Year 6 students ask us their
“Big Questions” connected with faith and

life. We find the questions vary slightly
each year, and this year there were lots of These lessons build on our regular contact

questions about creation, suffering, and with the school through our fortnightly
the evidence for God. We were also asked collective worship sessions.

We had an opportunity to talk about how
all these issues impacted us, and our
personal experience of them. We also had
an opportunity to talk about the hope we
have in Jesus.



